
 

 

Ride On Newsletter                                                 December 2025 
Ride On Bus Service Changes on Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026, to Improve Efficiency 

The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) will adjust 36 Ride On bus route 
schedules starting Sunday, January 11, 2026, to improve efficiency and on-time performance. The 
changes reflect a shift of resources to allow for more reliable service where demand is higher. The 
new schedules will be available at rideonbus.com and in print.  

 

Route changes include: 

• Thirty-one (31) routes have timetable 
changes: 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 37, 45, 46, 55, 61, 65, 73, 
76, 78, 79, 90, 101, extRa Lime, and extRa Pink 

• Six (6) routes have bus bay changes: 34, 36, 42, 70, 81, and extRa Pink 

Here are details of each route affected: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252Fchanges.html%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FptT7nH5KGPHxK_aWY70xSy0oDbQ2LzSOyfDAPZjafwI%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993341822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Mk9rT2cqKBZRIVKwyE8JzsXomBcoaLkxmt2frPWFTo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute005-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FxsVZVfcYhQ0Gnd_XtLRpTeT2En_FGtqWR8zPujds3QQ%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993372913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1hR1Tg%2FMWYDQ%2Bear38EG2vemwf2xPUwBRDWMUrcDZA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute007-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FQhijMYsHI4f2mjuQcLqTmH_nmbWHtXU0-XESUHNgAB4%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993390087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=87nmHFomap9ALgVXegi6r9L3RZQl80KbZ%2BdTVD8GdU0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute008-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FqFkUYiJm7htwsOw0uD5AdeoSAQ-B0ZuzX1RCN3CTd9w%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993406131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5TBt3km6FjWbc6QA25woXgur%2FZg6qeN2AvhrY%2Bfo8oY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute012-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FoLj2_T0McaqCJ1wzka-tS6ONzJ3QQ-1HRZONUrpZJQI%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993421907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vGcqwSiQ31hofFkD2CDcXO3ryzmg9jVFQ4eKc3dfRNY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute013-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2Ftk01MjvQsB9i8fQoZ5oISYhIRMAxIuau7QzpRSLXAHU%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993437456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zMqTXZLmjUe%2BljT6fQTGz1O0Cw%2BT2KmbdfOQBKdQswI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute014-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FalkVDgozbyXrNDC6ycZoSEAAV-n0io_d-sPW_ItwB9I%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993453039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pVoQp%2FEvy5qpEtNJJUkp9hEVzAIVblfuNELDw6mDr4E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute015-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FYMquxrd-G5EkoZY5Uzzl4BqKWNN88o75BsoL9Gb1EUQ%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993468592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dyBTMffNYIlC1nUJVBL7M8MBYoe9%2FDzKFynZ9cbSaR0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute016-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FZC6pvZ-ZPpmBpVcGHlF5dUcB4CF6egmnkde-7HStyL0%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993483993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aU3s3ClWORRd9XDVbweWZX86crMPsSxDhqd1xPBwb0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute017-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2Fhe8J2_bq1xbL1mX1omMcOMsm8z-x8_8M35Y3UmaRab4%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993499625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gXmBHlp68EiF4iF%2FFd7edZ%2B7FpIS%2FqsiQa0BQsjrgf4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute020-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F7AWinkaOK8rnsgDdRJmP9r5SSlTH4xR4bFJDDQ39JtY%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993516970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BySMnWRK9D9gdP%2B5Ia9gz6Zmo49dzf7KyemRNAjBLRU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute021-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F12ZNBaIe5R5Ys3p3a-B0wc6K45h6L4tlhs0jrJ9wV0Y%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993532188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xOZ%2BpONp1B0bQN9HBNUfMMn1ELd%2F0GSVsPtJcbIJTMA%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute027-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FMV2TCPYR1uT4izmx7zZ1DvvmG0YX2_b4UIOCmPM5PSk%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993594330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ab7Qc4kNNY84oiFoQZPJ9cD8spCvMe356pTGcwfO7OE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute028-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FC6C_JHxz0Y23vIbt9NJv1tRQeoRWPpojGnoaVV4sgCY%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993609921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EoDjTUYrhJIgCfVsPgjgSHAhzj6fq%2BiG%2FQ%2BzFc1OMrA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute029-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FeUv5jj3fDq9ruShPejoMBIUXf_oDKan64pDIBJf0Osg%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993625483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fm4NIzflfDjerjNZyzMiGYhcAzGwTVkkku3qfvKK9DE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute037-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2Fj6iWVy1BbsNf1Anf4i10r_Sop8PUphC4CgjwF12mjgc%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993640781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=InBSgCkwuanR1VoBSKSsitD2DBDps4CmMzczZIR1n%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute045-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F7MHHrL3307OTgEpexlTV5GQJDLrvFFeFtlYcImGIYS4%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993657317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gBej9VTWDqKp6gWdSNXfsWzPSTYZsFzXZp2HgxnzzUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute046-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FYahuAfQkRTJESEmUYoCMCbPGC3Lb2XRFVteI3OvNM9I%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993673787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g4K0%2B%2FaPBhRLDV8vaE5UmZnPw2CuBhU%2FHwP61w8kkfU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute055-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FVkJXliRuirwbJQzmrbhY8Ksb5P6kob2WAb-3g5qf7Gc%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993690097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZrIOoVaTAndqJohs5Vt1sRjIFaHLNTQ%2BZgCF3B7k1Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute061-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F6BjAwXkTjGTDlQHx5rkj53enX-Uwzy5P10j2VDdtwVo%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993706041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E25BUgQbVBfzJvoTAAikEoFLNVuzTAR4f3Set30EZbg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute065-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FDs_efJqP-nnY1AwNkFntccblNSllLm6JHcI4eLPJI9o%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993722080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zlYRJqyCzszFR%2BrSWZWP4%2BAQ6Jt5OvoOSH6KgyKvI%2BA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute073-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FoX-0IVFvmdJUetj8sM3zaXPIYLU7tLmA0gFeWxNQq6A%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993738155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjjxqrOhMiWLt%2FYIQUW4914ldmnrySvPFbI3em2xQy0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute076-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FrjoRCPymeYjf9mDTlmWn0DkV5bi2JJyGgzzkrmBYOKc%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993754715%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XE0V%2BfYEJCMy%2FqwgpJmq8meAJkEwZo3p5%2Bl2ii53Bmw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute078-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2Fe-E2t1B3Jn50KmtNHMFQR2Bc8DIZs88g91uQEiqQ4Xs%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993770448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k3ng%2B%2FmpVnjoL3jTzVnETNSPlqmBn71l2ygLkUhLzWg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute079-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FKiemkYubGoNmemcWbNP2vkmZe-wRQi8WH2Vz-_zbhNI%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993786489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FLdJaVW9z5bCfYmmkCHX%2BiIwo49Fu9M886PNaCQN590%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute090-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FJhRZsCRGmBQc88J5MQ-DVbIxhMvs3usMALGkmRnIce8%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993802038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fRbpAFEAR97oUrcufR%2FPC0Em06bGl7h8k3l%2F93u2NmM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute101-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F_PIS9d8f6h4MZ3ydbXuDbMQPfydDKWL7AvF_MZe_wv8%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993820623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TNLomC3FlB%2FXTh3y0KG%2F1%2FGHaYwICNJ77L50JUfv2iU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute122-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FHkG56Id1HxvDyQMJ3sXXe1gjAouVztN7qLXhlA7hnhg%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993836948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nvFMK%2Fq6IhW3PG3ra9TWE%2BWpKzJ8Gj3Bq5nT3X0v5Hs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute121-timetable.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2F-JUD2uHhrDlDTBx_znoO03HYMBkauAQNwDh1kSPpsWc%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993852559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=neZ7gxrqGzdTosYdtbdzfGG%2BiNI8rip8X9KQSkmLvVg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Froute-changes%252Froute121-timetable.pdf%2F2%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FOhPW8IaJMVNJQeMmJwmGExnslCY0QLimb0jhTCfpgJw%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993868499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g7mDOCj%2Fw8nMUAXuxhaUeiYrR%2Fd8VIaCIor2E3FRLVI%3D&reserved=0


 



Ride On Senior Corner: Senior Center Transportation provided by Jewish Council 
for the Aging 

 

Montgomery County Recreation provides curb-to-curb and fixed route transportation to five of our 
Senior Centers and two Active Adult Program locations. This free service is available to County 
residents 55 and over residing within the service area for the centers. If you are interested, please 
call your local Senior Center or the Senior Programs Team at 240-777-4925 for more information. 
Senior Centers in this program include Damascus, Holiday Park, Long Branch, Schweinhaut, and 
White Oak. Transportation is provided for Active Adult Programs at Germantown and North Potomac. 

  

  

Placards on County Ride On Buses Honor Rosa Parks 

 

  

Rosa Parks was an American hero who refused to give up her seat to a white man on a Montgomery, 
Alabama bus on Dec. 1, 1955. Her actions inspired the local Black community to organize the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  



The boycott kicked off on Dec. 1, lasted more than a year, and ended only when the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that bus segregation was unconstitutional. The year of the boycott was filled with 
hardship for the Black community, many of whom were dependent on buses for transportation. Parks 
lost her job and experienced harassment but became a nationally recognized representation of 
dignity and strength in the fight to end racial segregation.  

Annually, December 1 is remembered as Rosa Parks Day.  

Park’s role highlighted racism in the public transit system and ignited change. It affirmed that 
transportation equity is a civil right and highlighted the importance and great responsibility that all 
transit departments have to ensure that all residents are served equitably.  

At the Montgomery County Department of Transportation, everything we do is measured through a 
lens of equity. Bus fares have been eliminated, to make transit available to all needing transportation 
options. The department is also continuing local programs that provide free rides to seniors, people 
with disabilities, and county youth on most Metrobuses within the County.  

Throughout December, MCDOT will commemorate her legacy by placing special interior bus cards 
across the entire Ride On bus fleet, consisting of nearly 400 buses.   

  

  

What is the 'S' Service Schedule? 

 

When snow, storms, or other special circumstances occur that affect Ride On's ability to follow 
normal weekday schedules, bus service may operate under the 'S' Service Plan. But how does it 
work? We've answered some frequently asked questions to give you a better understanding of the 'S' 
Plan.  

What Routes Will Operate Under the 'S' Service Plan? 

Ride On will operate all its weekday routes with some service. 

How Will Service Under the 'S' Service Plan Differ From Normal Weekday Service? 
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The link here shows the first and last trips for different parts of the day for each route under the 'S' 
Plan. Check your route for details. The chart also gives an estimated range for how often buses may 
run on each route, depending on road conditions. Under this plan, we are trying to provide service on 
each route with trips evenly-spaced apart and no major gaps in service. Buses will be operating 
under very difficult circumstances, so any times listed are approximations. 

What Are the Fares When the 'S' Plan is in Effect? 

There is no change in fare policy on 'S' Plan days.  

What Happens if There is a Storm or Special Circumstance on a Weekend or a Holiday? 

On weekends, Ride On will deploy resources, buses and operators, based on the normal Saturday 
and Sunday schedule requirements. We do not expect, however, normal service performance under 
severe storm or snow conditions. As with the weekday 'S' Plan, we will try to provide service on all 
those routes scheduled to operate that day, with trips evenly-spaced apart and no major gaps in 
service. 

On holidays, the routes will operate as previously announced, usually meaning a Saturday, Sunday, 
or holiday schedule. However, the 'S' Plan could be implemented on that day if weather conditions 
dictate the need. 

When Will I Know if Ride On is Operating on the 'S' Service Plan? 

The announcement to operate an 'S' Service Plan will be made by 4 a.m. on the day the plan goes 
into effect, but rapidly changing weather conditions might require a change during the day or 
evening, e.g. when 2 inches of predicted snow turns into 8 inches. Ride On social media platforms 
will often be first to announce a switch to the 'S' Service Plan, so make sure to follow @RideOnMCT 
on Instagram, Facebook, Bluesky, or X. Listen to local radio or television stations for an 
announcement that Ride On will be operating its 'S' Service Plan, or check the County’s website at 
www.rideonbus.com. Other transit services in the area may use the term “S Schedule,” so listen for 
information about "Ride On’s 'S' Service Plan". 

Will Ride On Use the 'S' Service Plan Countywide, Even If Roads are Clear in Some Areas or 
Conditions Improve? 

Once the decision is made to operate the 'S' Service Plan, it will be in effect countywide all day, until 
2 AM the next day. We do this because it would be extremely difficult to get our hundreds of buses 
and drivers back to their regular, more complicated daily operation. Normally at Ride On, buses and 
their operators move from route to route over the course of a day; during the 'S' Service Plan they 
remain on the same route all day long. 

Will There be Route Detours? 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%252FDOT-Transit%252FResources%252FFiles%252Fschedules%252Fplan-s%252Fplan-s-english.pdf%2F1%2F0100019b290bb4c3-25e13b1b-b9af-4f1d-bd4f-0828d4b30fde-000000%2FydnbkQPuLHLpvVdYzcHqcv5gR5brPkVGS1XGlb5ntBw%3D435&data=05%7C02%7Cabby.sullivan%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C207071bac4a042503df008de3ce9516b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C639015169993932243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=22aLKpS1Txk1pymiEZqfT42Ic6Qo8tSjBezCEy8TydM%3D&reserved=0


There could be detours on your route because of icy hills or other locations that become dangerous 
during bad weather. Detours will be listed on the County website at RideOnBus.com under “Delays & 
Detours,” or call 311. 

Your patience is appreciated as Ride On provides the best service possible during difficult 
conditions. For more information, call 311 or visit the County's website at RideOnBus.com. 

  

  

Take Ride On to Montgomery County Holiday Lights Displays 

 

Looking for ways to celebrate the holiday season with your friends and family? Montgomery County 
has multiple light displays that allow those of all ages to enjoy the festivities, and Ride On can get you 
there! Read on for a list of dazzling displays throughout the county.  

• Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens: This year, from mid-November through early January, 
The Garden of Lights display transforms Brookside Gardens into a magical winter 
wonderland. Stroll through the one-half mile, outdoor, walk-through exhibit and enjoy the 
twinkling lights and glimmering one-of-a-kind displays adorning the flowerbeds and grounds 
throughout the 50-acre horticultural gem in Wheaton. Ride On Routes 9, 10, or 31 can take 
you close to this festive holiday light display. 

• Winter City Lights (Olney): Are you searching for exciting holiday activities in Olney, MD this 
season? Look no further! Embrace the magic of the Christmas Holiday Light Show at Winter 
City Lights! Winter City Lights, the largest Christmas light show in Olney, awaits you with over 
1 million twinkling lights illuminating 18 acres of outdoor winter wonderland. Ride On 
Route 53 will take you within walking distance to the Winter City Lights display. 

• Winter Lights at Seneca Creek State Park: Gaithersburg's Winter Lights Festival returns with a 
stunning display at Seneca Creek State Park, open nightly from November 29 through 
December 31 (closed December 25). The 3.5-mile drive through the park features over 450 
illuminated displays and beautifully lit trees. To visit this one-of-a-kind spot, take Ride On 
Routes 61, 71, 74, or 78 to Seneca Creek State Park.  
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• Festival of Lights (Kensington): The Festival of Lights features over 500,000 Christmas lights, 
Nativity créches and Christmas tree decorations from around the world, and daily holiday 
performances. Entrance and parking are free. Each weekend, we experience very heavy 
traffic. In order to maximize your experience, please consider coming Monday through 
Thursday. The lights are still as beautiful and your experience in the Visitors’ Center will be 
less crowded. To get to the Festival of Lights, take Ride On Route 4. 

  

  

What is a Youth Cruiser SmarTrip Card, and Why You Need One 

 

Why Your Child Needs a Ride On Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card 

Montgomery County is making public transportation easier and more accessible for students with 
the Ride On Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card. This card is designed specifically for kids and teens aged 
5 to 18, a must-have for young riders who rely on public transportation for school, extracurricular 
activities, or exploring the county. Best of all, the card is completely free for eligible youth, providing 
a cost-effective and convenient way to travel. While Ride On is now zero fare, Youth Cruiser 
SmarTrip Cards will be required for zero fare on Metrobuses within the County beginning 
February 1, 2026. 

What is the Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card? 

The Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card functions like a standard SmarTrip® card but is tailored for young 
people in Montgomery County. It allows unlimited free rides on Metrobus routes within the county. 
The card eliminates the need to carry cash or purchase single-ride fares, streamlining the process for 
parents with kids and kids who ride the bus on their own. 

Why Do Kids Need a Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card? 
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1. Free Rides: One of the standout benefits of the Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card is that it offers 
unlimited free rides on Metrobuses. This ensures that every child has access to reliable 
transportation without financial barriers. 

2. Safe and Independent Travel: The card empowers kids to travel safely and independently within 
the county, whether they’re heading to school, after-school programs, sports practices, or hanging 
out with friends. 

3. Environmental Benefits: Encouraging kids to use public transportation reduces the number of cars 
on the road, helping to lower emissions and promote sustainability. 

4. Convenience: Parents no longer need to worry about giving their children exact bus fare. The card 
simplifies the process, ensuring kids can board quickly and without hassle. 

5. Community Access: For families without access to a car, the card ensures children can still 
participate in activities and access educational and community resources. 

6. Accountability: The card ensures an accurate count of youth riders, so we can maintain funding for 
the program. 

How to Get a Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card 

Obtaining the Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card is simple: 1. Eligibility: Kids aged 5 to 18 qualify for the 
card. 2. Apply via your kids’ school in Montgomery County or via a county library: Parents or 
guardians can visit a county location where cards are issued. Proof of age and the city you reside in 
will be required. 3. Activation: Once activated, the card is ready for use on Metrobuses within the 
County. Fare may also be loaded to the card for use on Metrorail. 

A Commitment to Equity and Access 

Montgomery County’s initiative to offer free Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Cards reflects a commitment to 
equity, access, and community well-being. By removing financial and logistical barriers, the county 
ensures that all children have the transportation they need to succeed and participate fully in their 
communities. Whether your child uses it daily for school or occasionally for extracurriculars, the 
Youth Cruiser SmarTrip® Card is an invaluable resource for families. Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity to make transportation easy, safe, and free for your kids today! 

  

  

 

 

 

 



Limited Series: Ride On Reminders 

 

MCDOT Ride On has launched a new campaign focused on reminding riders of appropriate and 
inappropriate behavior when aboard a public transit system. Dubbed "Ride On Reminders" this 
campaign includes messaging that encourages riders to keep the peace, refrain from tobacco, 
cannabis, and alcohol consumption, and respect others' space in a public location. Messages 
depicting this campaign have been featured on our Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 
and Bluesky accounts and can be seen on bus cards and shelter ads across the county.  

This campaign is based on the Transit Passenger Bill of Rights, a code of conduct that is posted on all 
Ride On buses. The Transit Passenger Bill of Rights is a crucial document that outlines the rights and 
responsibilities of passengers using public transportation. This bill ensures that all passengers 
receive fair and equitable treatment while traveling, promoting a safe, reliable, and comfortable 
transit experience. It serves as a guideline for transit agencies to maintain high standards of service 
and for passengers to understand what they can expect, and what is expected of them, during their 
journey. 

"It's a Bus - Not A Fight Club!"  

The fourth message in our series is "It's a Bus - Not a Fight Club!" Ride On asks that passengers treat 
bus operators and fellow passengers with respect while riding and refrain from fighting on the bus. 
According to the National Transit Database, violence against transit workers has tripled in the last 15 
years, with a large increase seen post-pandemic. Remember that operators have a difficult job to do, 
keeping Montgomery County moving. Please show them grace and keep your cool when aboard a 
bus.   
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Ride On: A Safe Way to Travel This Winter 

 

As winter weather arrives in Montgomery County, Ride On remains committed to providing safe, 
reliable, and accessible transportation for all riders with our zero fare policy. Whether navigating 
snow-covered roads or facing chilly temperatures, Ride On’s fleet of buses is prepared to keep you 
moving throughout the season, ensuring that your safety is our top priority. Let us take care of the 
roads while you enjoy a warm, safe, stress-free ride with Ride On. 

Winter travel doesn’t have to be a challenge. This winter, let Ride On be your trusted transportation 
partner. Ride On provides a dependable alternative to driving on icy roads or dealing with inclement 
weather. Our buses connect communities across Montgomery County, making it easier for residents 
to access work, school, shopping, healthcare, and more destinations without worrying about 
unfavorable road conditions. With features like the Courtesy Stop program, which allows late night 
riders to request a stop closer to their destination along a route, we ensure that your journey is safe 
and convenient every step of the way. Ride On also prioritizes accessibility, ensuring that all riders, 
including seniors and those with disabilities, can travel safely and conveniently. Most Ride On buses 
are equipped with features such as wheelchair ramps and low-floor boarding, making boarding and 
exiting easier, especially in snowy conditions. 

We also encourage our riders to take simple precautions to stay safe and comfortable during their 
winter commutes. Dress warmly, allow for extra travel time, and be mindful of icy sidewalks and bus 
stop areas. Ride On closely monitors weather forecasts and adjusts schedules as necessary to 
prioritize safety and minimize disruptions. Riders can stay informed about service updates by 
following us on our social media platforms, subscribing to our email and/or text alerts, and/or 
checking out our service interruptions webpage. Additionally, the Ride On Trip Planner app allows 
riders to track their bus in real time, helping them plan their trips efficiently and reduce time spent 
waiting in cold weather. Stay warm, stay safe, and choose Ride On for all of your winter travel needs. 
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Introducing Ride On Flex 918: Zero Fare On-Demand Transit Arriving February 2026 

 

Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) is excited to announce the launch of 
Ride On Flex 918, a zero-fare, on-demand neighborhood transit service beginning January 2026 along 
the New Hampshire Avenue corridor. The new service will provide fast, flexible, and accessible 
transportation for residents traveling between Sandy Spring, Cloverly, Colesville, and White Oak. 

Ride On Flex 918 is designed to improve neighborhood mobility, connect residents more reliably to 
major transit services, and restore transit access in areas that previously relied on Metrobus Z2, 
which has been discontinued. For many households, especially seniors, students, workers, and 
residents without cars, Ride On Flex 918 brings back a vital link to grocery stores, pharmacies, 
schools, parks, community centers, and Ride On/Flash routes. 

How Flex Works 

Ride On Flex 918 is a zero fare, on-demand service. Riders request a trip when they’re ready using 
either: 

· The Ride On Flex mobile app, or 

· The Flex Call Center at 240-301-3842, for riders who prefer or require phone assistance. 

Once a trip is requested, a Flex vehicle picks riders up and takes them anywhere within the Flex 918 
service zone. 

Two Areas, One Zone 

Flex 918 operates in two overlapping service areas: 

• North “Leaf” Area – For most riders, pick up and drop off will be at the nearest street intersection. 
Curb-to-Curb Service Residents (those registered as disabled) in Sandy Spring, Norwood Road, 
Cloverly, and nearby neighborhoods can enjoy convenient curbside pickup—particularly helpful in 
areas without nearby bus stops or sidewalks. 



• South “Stem” Area – Designated Stops Along New Hampshire Avenue; travelers in the Colesville 
and White Oak areas can request trips to and from marked Flex stops, including connections to 
FLASH and other Ride On services. 

Why Riders Will Love Flex 

· Zero Fare: All rides are free—no passes, no reloads, no surprises. 

· On-Demand: Request a ride when you need it; no schedules or long waits. 

· Restores Access: Replaces portions of the discontinued Z2 service in a more flexible, responsive 
way. 

· Accessible: ADA-compliant vehicles and call-center booking ensure everyone can ride. 

· Connected: Easy transfers to FLASH, Ride On, and regional transit. 

Strong Support for Local Communities 

Ride On Flex 918 was designed with input from residents, local businesses, community 
associations, and county partners. The service enhances mobility for workers, supports students 
and seniors, and strengthens connections to key destinations including White Oak Shopping Center, 
Cloverly Village Center, schools, recreation centers, and Colesville Park & Ride. 

Get Ready to Ride in February 

Ride On Flex 918 represents MCDOT’s ongoing commitment to safe, equitable, and innovative transit 
options meeting communities where they are and helping everyone move forward. Learn more about 
Flex at: Ride On Flex - Montgomery County Division of Transit Services 

  

  

Help Keep Our Bus Stops Clean! Trash Dumping is Illegal at Ride On Bus Stops 

 

Dumping trash from residences at bus stops is against the law in Montgomery County and is 
considered illegal dumping. Illegal dumping is a serious offense that can result in criminal 
prosecution. Every case of illegal dumping is investigated. Illegal dumpers are subject to a minimum 
$500 civil fine and possible criminal prosecution. 
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Illegal dumping can be costly, but the costs of legal disposal are minimal (if incurred at all). 
Montgomery County provides one of the most extensive solid waste disposal and recycling programs 
in the nation. Take advantage of the many facilities the County offers to properly dispose of, or 
recycle, your unwanted materials. 

What is illegal dumping? By definition, illegal dumping is depositing solid waste at a location other 
than a legally accepted facility. Some common examples include: 

• Disposing of your trash in dumpsters or containers that you don't own 

• Disposing of your trash along public roadways or in vacant lots 

• Disposing of your trash in fields, wooded areas, stream valleys, parklands, or any other 
unacceptable location 

If you see an act of illegal dumping, you can do something to help! 

Step 1: Write down information about the illegal dumping.  Please record:  

• The exact location where the dumping occurred (Most important) 

• The license plate number of the vehicle 

• A description of the vehicle and person(s) involved 

• The date and time of the incident 

• Take photos of the dumped material(s). 

Step 2: Contact the Montgomery County Customer Service line at MC311. Call 311 (240-777-0311 
from outside of the County; 7-1-1 for Maryland T-T-Y Relay). A DEP investigator will return your call 
and follow up on your complaint. The information you report can help end illegal dumping and 
environmental abuse. To learn more, 
visit https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/topics/illegal-dumping/index.html. 

Ride On has begun posting signs on bus stop trash cans reminding riders and residents alike of the 
laws on residential dumping at bus stops. Look out for this signage at a bus stop near you.  

  

Of Note 

Ride Metrobus Free with the Youth Cruiser SmarTrip, Senior SmarTrip, and Disabled Rider 
Reduced Fare Cards 

Montgomery County works in partnership with WMATA to ensure that students, seniors, and those 
with disabilities are able to ride for free within the County with a Youth Cruiser SmarTrip, Senior 
SmarTrip, and reduced fare card for those with disabilities. The Youth Cruiser cards are available all 
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MCPS middle and high schools, some MCPS elementary schools, and many private schools in 
Montgomery County. Youth Cruiser SmarTrip cards and Senior SmarTrip cards are available for free at 
all County libraries, Montgomery County Division of Treasury - Rockville, the Silver Spring TRiPS 
store, and the Mobile Commuter Store. Residents must bring proof of age and residency to register 
for their card.  

For more information about Youth Cruiser SmarTrip cards, visit Youth Cruiser SmarTrip Card - 
Montgomery County Division of Transit Services. For information about transit options for seniors 
and those with disabilities, visit Older adults and Persons with Disabilities - Transit Services - 
Montgomery County, Maryland. 

VanGo & Bethesda Free Circulators and Free Shuttles 

Did you know that Montgomery County has two free circulators? The VanGo 
Circulator, or Ride On Route 28, makes traveling through Downtown Silver Spring 
easy and convenient. Buses run every 30 minutes and serve Silver Spring's art 
district as well as community and health centers, lodging, shopping, and 
transportation connections. Visit here for more details. 

The Bethesda Circulator connects riders to 8 public parking garages, the Bethesda 
Metro Station and 20 convenient stops along the way that get you to and from your 
favorite Bethesda destination - all for free! Three circulators on route arrive at each 
stop every 10-15 minutes. Visit here for more details. 

MCDOT also provides free shuttles to recreation centers, shopping, and medical 
appointments for some senior populations. Shuttles provide point to point service 
while circulators travel a specific route with multiple bus stops. 

Why Stay Connected with Ride On Via Social Media? 

Social media is an essential tool in staying informed and connected with your favorite transportation 
agency, Ride On. Through our social media platforms, you can receive up-to-the minute updates on 
any changes, service interruptions, delays, and detours, and get news on our exciting initiatives, 
public recognitions, community partnerships, rider stories, and more, allowing us to connect with 
our Ride On family. Social media also serves as a channel to engage directly with Ride On, offering an 
opportunity to ask questions, share feedback, and participate in public discussions about 
transportation services in Montgomery County. Following us on social media ensures you’re first to 
hear our news and we’re first to hear yours! Follow @RideOnMCT 
on X, Facebook, YouTube, Bluesky and Instagram. 

Ride On Christmas & New Years Schedule 

Below are the Ride On transportation-related schedule changes for the winter holidays. 

• Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24 
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o Ride On, extRa, extRa Lime, extRa Pink, Flex, Flash Orange - Will operate on a Weekday 
schedule until 10 p.m. No new trips after 10 p.m. View bus schedules here. 

o Flash Blue - Will operate on a normal weekday schedule. 

o TRiPS Commuter Store at Silver Spring Transit Center - Will be open 6 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

• Christmas Day, Wednesday, Dec. 25 

o Ride On, extRa Lime, extRa Pink - Will operate on a Sunday schedule. View bus 
schedules here. 

o Flash Orange - Will operate on a Weekend/Holiday schedule. 

o Ride On extRa, Flash Blue and Flex - Will not be in service. 

o TRiPS Commuter Store at Silver Spring Transit Center & TRiPS Mobile Commuter Store 
- Will be closed. 

• New Year’s Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 31 

o Ride On, extRa, extRa Lime, extRa Pink, Flex, Flash Orange - Will operate on a Weekday 
schedule. View bus schedules here. 

o Flash Blue - Will operate on a normal weekday schedule. 

o TRiPS Commuter Store at Silver Spring Transit Center - Will be open 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• New Year’s Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1 

o Ride On, extRa Lime, extRa Pink - Will operate on a Sunday schedule. View bus 
schedules here. 

o Flash Orange - Weekend/Holiday schedule. 

o Ride On extRa, Flash Blue and Flex - Will not be in service. 

o TRiPS Commuter Store at Silver Spring Transit Center & TRiPS Mobile Commuter Store 
- Will not be open. 

Ride On Gratitude Corner 

This month's piece of gratitude comes from a Ride On rider who wrote in to thank the driver of the 
buses that get them to where they need to go in the County as a young student.  

Dear drivers, 

Although I thank you every time I get off bus 74, I want to dedicate this message to every ride from the 
past three years. Thank you for getting me to and from school every day. Through freezing winters with 
ten inches of snow and hot summer mornings before football workouts, you were how I made it. With 
my mother always working overtime as a nurse and my father being a bus driver and college student, 
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I truly relied on you. My dad leaves at five in the morning, and my mom doesn’t get home from her 
night shift until 10 a.m. Without you, I’d be walking two miles to and from school. Route 74 isn’t just a 
route to school; it’s a route to my success. Without bus 74, my academic success wouldn’t be 
possible, and without drivers like you, so many students wouldn’t reach their goals. 

Sincerely, a loyal Ride On user 

Transit Trivia! 

Test your familiarity with Ride On’s routes, services, and more with our transit trivia! The answer will 
be in next month’s edition of our newsletter so make sure you tune in next month to see if you 
answered correctly! 

Question: 

How many riders have used the Ride On Trip Planner app at least 100 times? 

1. 8,326 

2. 14,702 

3. 39,477 

4. 49,101 

Last month’s question: 

Which Ride On bus service has had holiday decorated buses since 2021? 

1. Flash buses 

2. extRa buses 

3. Regular Ride On buses 

4. Flex buses 

Answer: (1) Flash Buses 

 

For the most up-to-date bus service information, riders should follow 
@RideOnMCT on X, Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, Threads and YouTube. In 
addition, information is available at rideonbus.com, by subscribing to receive email 
alerts or by texting MONTGOMERY RIDEON to 62463 to receive text alerts. Message 
and Data rates may apply. Message frequency varies. Reply HELP for help or 
contact support@granicus.com, reply STOP to cancel. Visit Montgomery County's 
Wireless Terms and Conditions and Privacy Policy for more information.       

For information on MCDOT programs and services 
visit 

mailto:support@granicus.com


on X, Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram and subscribe to MCDOT’s “Go Montgomery!” 
newsletter.   

If you need an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) reasonable accommodation to 
access Ride On bus service, contact MC311 by voice at 240-777-0311, by 
email RideOn.CustomerService@montgomerycountymd.gov or TTY 711. 

Title VI: Montgomery County assures that no person shall, on the grounds of race, 
color, or national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Civil Rights Act of 1987, be excluded from the participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity. 
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